
When I think of guided pig hunting in northern California the first place
that always comes to mind is the sprawling Dye Creek Preserve just west of
Red Bluff in the foothills of Tehama County. This 37,000 acre chunk of
rugged real estate has been a favorite place of mine since 1974, and the wild
pig ham I served on New Years Day, 1999 was from a hefty meat sow I killed
on the property in 1998.

That fat pig, taken with a .50 caliber Thompson/Center muzzleloader,
was one of more than 50 hogs that former preserve manager, Ben Myhre, and
I stalked on the first morning of my hunt. And to say I was pleased with the
overall conditions is definitely an understatement. Things were really looking

(Continued on Page 6, See “Dye Creek....”)
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     California Hog Hunter is published
four times per year with issues coming
out each quarter. Issues will  usually
arrive in your mailbox in January, April,
July, and October. When they arrive
depends on how diligent we are in
getting the newsletter out instead of
hunting.
     California Hog Hunter is dedicated
to bringing you information on where
the hunting is best for hogs throughout
the state on both public and private
lands. There will be detailed informa-
tion on at least one public land spot per
issue. This is detailed information that is
simply not available from any other
source.
     Price is $49 for a single year mail
subscription, or $15 for single issues.
     The Guides & Outfitters section is
paid advertising, but we update the
information with news for each listing
every issue. Guides, outfitters, and
ranches that offer hunting  should
contact us for rate information.
     Readers are encouraged to provide
their feedback on our public and private
land coverage. We will run your
comments and discoveries — good or
bad. We especially encourage your
feedback on guided and ranch hunting
operations so we can pass that on to
other readers.
     A note on Xeroxing and faxing of
this newsletter to others: Don’t do it. It
is against the law and it cheapens the
value of this exclusive product for you
and the other subscribers.

Editor & Publisher

Jim Matthews
(909) 887-3444 office
(909) 887-8180 fax

E-Mail Addresses:
j_matthews@compuserve.com
odwriter@aol.com

Senior Field Editor:

Durwood Hollis

Field and Consulting Editors:

John Higley, Lee J. Hoots,
Andy McCormick,
Bob Robb, Rick Rockel &
Jerry Springer

Address all mail communication to:

California Hog Hunter
P.O. Box 9007
San Bernardino, CA 92427

Of course, the season for wild pig is year-around here in
the Golden State, but many of us look at hog hunting as some-
thing for the off-season, when other hunting seasons are not
open. By the time the last deer seasons end and the upland and
waterfowl hunts are a thing of the past, a lot of us find we
simply aren’t ready for it all to be over for a few months.

Sure, January and February are great months for calling
coyotes, you can hunt crows until April, and turkey season
starts the end of March, but for those of us whose real passion
is big game, we turn to hogs. The season really begins right
now for us. I hope this issue helps put you on track for a hunt
or two in the coming months.

Publication schedule: We’ve changed the publication
schedule of the newsletter a smidgen, pushing the date when
the quarterly issues come out forward by one month. A num-
ber of you have called, wondering where the winter issue was,
expecting to see it in December or early January. Don’t panic,
here it is. The spring issue will be out in late April, and then
the summer issue in July, and the fall edition will arrive in
October. If the truth be told, we did this so we’d have fewer
production interruptions during our fall, during other hunting
seasons. You understand.

Ammunition: As most of you know, we don’t accept prod-
uct advertising for this newsletter, but I’d like to let you know
that my friends at Winchester, Federal, and Speer have all agreed
to provide us with ammunition for our contests and giveaways
because they support what we are doing.

Publicity:  One of the most difficult things about starting a
new publication is getting the word out so hunters find out and
subscribe. We owe Andy McCormick and Bill Ortiz at Turner’s
Outdoorsman a huge thank-you for seeing the newsletter is
distributed to their entire chain of stores and put in hunter’s
hands throughout Southern California.

We have also had editorial mentions in several stories in
California Game & Fish and Outdoor Life magazines, and I
wanted to publicly thank editors Burt Carey and Todd Smith.

Thanks: But mostly I want to thank those of you who
have taken a chance on this new newsletter and subscribed,
bothered to fill out and send in Guides & Outfitter evaluation
forms, and have called with tips on public land spots for us to
look into for future issues. Because of your re-
sponse, we’re going to keep
doing this thing, and I
hope that you’ll keep
reading and being a
part of the newsletter.
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SECOND HOG HUNTER DRAWING

Chris Minnick wins a free
hunt at Dye Creek Ranch

Chris Minnick of Pasadena won the second in
a series of free drawings by California Hog Hunter
for its subscribers. Minnick, who read about the

newsletter in Western Birds, a
wingshooting newsletter, has won
a fully-guided hunt at Dye Creek

Ranch near Red Bluff during the
1999 hunting season. The
drawing was conducted in late

January among the nearly
200 subscribers to Hog

Hunter.
Daniel Boren of

Corona, who won
the first drawing
held among Hog

Hunter subscribers hunted the Tejon Ranch in De-
cember and bagged a nice meat boar (shown here).

California Hog Hunter will continue to have
drawings for subscribers, giving away hunts and
gear. To encourage hunters to submit information
on hog hunts, we are having a contest for the best
hog hunting photos and stories (see page 12) this
quarter.

APPLICATION DEADLINE MARCH 12

Tehama Wildlife Area hog
hunts set for this spring

The deadline to apply for the eight weekend
hog hunts to be held at the Tehama Wildlife Area
east of Red Bluff is 5 p.m. March 12, according to
the Department of Fish and Game.

To apply, hunters need to send a standard-sized
postcard with the names of up to four hunters, their
hunting license numbers, a daytime telephone num-
ber for each, and mailing addresses.

You must apply for a single weekend hunt, and
you cannot apply for more than one hunt. Hunts
are numbered one through eight. With hunt num-
ber one being April 3-4, hunt number two is April
10-11, and so on through hunt number eight which
is May 22-23.

Make sure you specify which of the eight hunts
you prefer on your postcard application.

The cards should be sent to the Department of
Fish and Game, 601 Locust Street, Redding, CA
96001, and they must reach this address no later
than 5 p.m. March 12. Information is available by
calling either (530) 225-28676 or (503) 225-2348.

There will be a computer drawing March 17,
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and 25 permits will be issued for each hunt week-
end, and successful applicants will receive permits
and maps of the hunt area in the mail.

During last year’s hunts, hunters reported bag-
ging six hogs in the eight weekend hunts.

HUNT AMERICA KICKS OFF FEB. 7

Hog Hunter editors host
national radio hunting show

A nationally-syndicated radio show dealing
with hunting will debut on Sunday, February 7,
and California Hog Hunter editor Jim Matthews
is the host of the new Hunt America program. Field
editor Lee Hoots, who is also executive editor at
Petersen’s HUNTING magazine, will be a regular
co-host on the all-talk radio show.

The program will air weekly from 6 to 8 p.m.
Pacific Time on Sundays in seven major national
markets initially, with several other stations ex-
pected to come on line in the coming months.

The stations include KPLS AM 830 in the Los
Angeles-Orange County-Inland Empire market,
WAUR AM 930 in Chicago, WPWA AM 1590 in
Philadelphia, WWTC AM1250 in Minneapolis,
KKYD AM1340 in Denver, KCNW AM 1380 in
Kansas City, and WZER AM540 in Milwaukee.

The call-in line is 800-300-8830, and hunters
are encouraged to call in with questions, news from
their region, or comments on hunting and firearms
issues.

MARK THE CALENDAR FOR JUNE 4-6

Shooting Sports Fair at
Raahauge’s again this year

The 1999 edition of the original hands-on gun
show, the Raahauge’s Shooting Sports Fair, will
be held June 4-6. This is the only firearms show in
California where you can actually shoot all the fire-
arm products you’ve ever dreamed of owning.

The show will again be held at Raahauge’s
shooting ranges in Norco.

For over a decade, the Shooting and Hunting
Sports Fair was held from the late 1970s through
the 1980s. It was the only gun show open to the
public where all of the newest sporting firearms
could actually be shot for a small fee to cover the
cost of ammunition.

Last year, the show was revived and again drew
big crowds. It was also where California Hog
Hunter was first unveiled to the public, and we’ll
be there again this year.

For information on this year’s show, call
Raahauge’s at (909) 735-7981.
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Located in San Benito County, on Coalinga

Road at the inner-coastal summit, the 3,000 acre
Laguna Mountain BLM holding offers real poten-
tial for hardy hog hunters. Accessible by foot only
(as are most BLM parcels), the only serious hunt-
ing pressure comes on weekends during the Au-
gust/September deer season. The rest of the year,
the area remains relatively quiet.

A parking area just off the paved highway is
the starting point. (Shown in the upper left hand
corner of our map where the road cuts the BLM
land. You can navigate to our map from page 33 of
the DeLorme Southern and Central California
Atlas & Gazetteer.)

From here, you need to gain the high ground
and glass the open pockets and oak-grassland mar-
gins. A seasonal stream — Laguna Creek — runs
the length of the main canyon, and it can be a mag-
net for hogs year-around. I’ve also run into consid-
erable hog sign under the buckeyes, just west of
the parking lot entry point. However, don’t expect
Laguna Mountain to be an easy hunt. Most of my
success has come deep in the backcountry, early in
the morning and just before dark.

At the extreme southwestern end of this prop-
erty, there is a narrow connection that offers ac-

cess to the Sweetwater Springs BLM holding (cov-
ered in the last issue of Hog Hunter).

In recent years, the California Department of
Fish and Game, and the San Benito County Fish
and Game Commission have conducted control
burns for habitat improvement. These burns have
benefited the game populations and the openings
in the chaparral provide enhanced access between
Laguna Mountain and Sweetwater Spring. How-
ever, don’t count on being able to hunt both hold-
ings in the same day. This is big country and there
is simply too much ground to cover.

My first experiences with Laguna Mountain
came at the heels of my hog hunting mentor, Don
Pine. Don was a biologist with the DFG and one of
the best hog hunters I’ve ever known. Part of my
early hunting education were several forays at La-
guna Mountain. Don really liked the area and had
taken a number of pigs here himself. We always
found fresh sign, but I think the hogs mostly for-
age under the cover of darkness. There’s a lot of
heavy chaparral in the backcountry, and that’s
where the pigs end up shortly after daylight.

The best bet would be to get into the deepest
reaches and be glassing at first or last light. I rec-
ommend glassing from the main ridge to try to catch
the hogs coming in or going out of the heavy cover.
Cover lots of country, stay high, glass hard, and
you will see hogs.

I like to hunt Laguna Mountain in midwinter,
right after a major rainstorm. The increased mois-
ture softens the ground and it’s easier to find and
track hogs. Best of all, there are enough pigs on
the adjacent private ranches that in cooler weather
they “spill-over” directly onto public land. Plan on
covering a lot of ground when you hunt Laguna
Mountain. This is tough country, and you will need
a backpack, a full canteen (maybe two), and a good
pair of boots.

— Durwood Hollis

Do you shoot this big sow when you’re three miles back in
on foot? If you’re prepared with a backpack and gear to bone
out and haul the meat out, it’s a feasible task.

Hunters willing to hike into the rough country on Laguna
Mountain can score on nice boars like this one.
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This map roughly shows the public land property boundary
on  a portion of the USGS Hepsedam Peak  7 1/2-minute
quad. The three triangles are where we have seen the most

sign on this parcel. The pigs often cross from the east side of
Laguna Mountain over into the gorge on Laguna Creek to
bed. Public access is in the upper left corner of the map.
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1911. Books were written about Ishi (he’s called
the last wild Indian in North America) and it is
impossible for me not to think of him whenever I
visit the land that once was his domain.

But back to the present and the current situa-
tion on what we old timers call simply, “The
Ranch.”

Dave Ramage, who was appointed preserve
manager last summer, after Ben Myhre got mar-
ried and moved away, has been hunting the ranch
for MUM for 7 years. Dave is a salt of the earth
kind of guy who knows the nooks and crannies of
the property like few others. He can tell enough
stories about ranch landmarks like Campo Seco,
Wildcat Canyon, Death Trap Ridge and Long Gulch
to keep your head spinning all day. Dave’s latest
hog status report is definitely on the bright side
and it goes something like this.

“We’ve killed 30 hogs for 30 hunters since
November,” he said, “and I fully expect everyone
who schedules a hunt from now through spring to
fill out. I can’t say this is the best year ever, but
there are bunches of hogs around and right now
we’re seeing upwards of 200 a day in the foothills.

Big boars are naturally tougher
to come by than meat pigs (fat
sows without suckling young) but
we can root them out when some-
one wants a trophy.”
    Hunting on Dye Creek re-
quires lots of slow driving (these
have got to be the rockiest roads
in the state) and at times some
pretty fair jaunts on foot. This is
spotting scope and pack frame

country but any meat toting necessary is naturally
the guide’s job. Naturally, hunts can be adjusted
somewhat to fit an individual hunter’s needs.

The pig hunting season runs roughly from late
November through May. And for my money there’s
no better place to be from mid-winter through spring
than in this country while everything comes alive
again. In addition to hogs, a host of other wildlife
will be seen and I’ve always wondered how so many
wildflowers could grow on the thin soil of ancient
lava flows.

Hunts include guides, 4x4 vehicles, food, lodg-
ing in a remodeled ranch house and care of your
meat and/or trophy. The going rate if $650 for a
basic two day hunt with a $200 trophy fee added if
a big boar (two inches or more of teeth showing) is
taken. This year upwards of 140 hogs will be taken
during Dye Creek’s season. For information con-
tact Multiple Use Managers, P.O. Box 1210, West
Point, CA 95255 (209)293-7087. Fax: (209)293-
7105. E-mail: muminc@volcano.net.

— John Higley
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Dye Creek....
(Continued from Page 1)
up after the infamous drought of the late 1980’s
and early 1990’s when the Dye Creek pig popula-
tion declined noticeably, as did pig numbers
throughout the state during that same period of time.
It should be noted that even during the hard times
the hunting was good on Dye Creek and nearly all
of their hunters got their hogs. It just took a little
more footwork and dedication
because the pigs were simply not
as abundant as they were when I
guided there in the mid-1980’s.

At first, recovery was slow
but wild hogs are incredibly pro-
lific. A couple of wet years,
topped by the El Niño winter of
1997-98 and a banner acorn crop
the previous fall, brought the
hogs out of the woodwork again.

The hog hunting program at Dye Creek has
been going on for roughly 35 years, the last 10 of
which have been overseen by Wayne Long’s Mul-
tiple Use Managers (MUM), one of the most suc-
cessful and respected hunting oriented land man-
agement companies in the state. Interestingly,
Wayne started the preserve’s hunting program many
years ago then bowed out to pursue other interests.
Now, as they say, he and MUM have come full
circle.

Hog hunting at Dye Creek is almost all spot-
and-stalk and as such is both challenging and fun.
However, there’s more to this property, which looks
much the same as it did in the 1800’s, than the
hunting alone. In the field hunters often glimpse
historical homestead sites and Indian caves which
point directly to the past and the people that roamed
this landscape long before the first settlers came.
Ishi, the last remaining member of the Yahi tribe,
roamed the foothills and canyons of Dye Creek and
the surrounding area for years before he was dis-
covered ragged and half starved near Oroville in

Spot and stalk is how wild hogs are hunted at Dye Creek
Ranch near Red Bluff.

Ishi, the last remaining
member of the Yahi tribe,
roamed the foothills and
canyons of Dye Creek
and the surrounding
area for years.
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TEJON RANCH

New Multi-pig tags are being
offered at this Kern Co. ranch

In an effort to try and keep wild pig numbers
in check, the Tejon Ranch is offering both guided
and unguided hunters the opportunity to add mul-
tiple pigs to their hunts, according to game man-
ager Don Geivet.

The Tejon has a pair of two-month seasons for
hunters who prefer the unguided option. The first
season runs from February through March, and the
second is May through June. You can purchase a
one-hog permit for either of those seasons for $400,
while a two-hog permit is $700. You can add addi-
tional hogs for the price of $200 per hog.

The guided hunts cost $450 for one pig, and
$800 if you want a pair of hogs.

Working in conjunction with the Tejon, Big
Country Outfitters, offers a weekend archery-only
hunt for $350, and a portion of the ranch has been
set aside just for the archers. Success rates on these
hunts has been about 30 percent.

For information, contact Don Geivet, Tejon
Ranch Company, P.O. Box 1000, Lebec, CA
93243. Telephone: (805) 248-6774.

GUIDE ELDON BERGMAN

Central Coast guide leads
13-year-old to his first pig

Eddie McPhillips, a 13-year-old from Winters,
shot his first wild pig in December with Central
Coast veteran guide Eldon Bergman.

The 300-pound-class boar was dropped with a
single shot from McPhillips’ .30-30 right through
the shoulder, and the pair saw another big black
boar right after McPhillips dropped his pig.

“This kid is still walking on Cloud Nine,” said

Bergman. “He’ll always remember that first hog
— these are the kinds of hunts I like to do.”

Bergman is a 40-year veteran of guiding on
the Central Coast, and his rates are a flat $175 per
day guide fee with an additional fee of $100 for a
meat pig and $200 for a trophy boar.

For information, contact Eldon Bergman, P.O.
Box 1175, Templeton, CA 93465. Telephone: (805)
238-5504.

CAMP 5 OUTFITTERS

Central Coast outfitter again
has 100 percent success rate

Camp 5 Outfitters out of Paso Robles took 194
pigs last year and again racked up a 100 percent
success rate for its clients — the third year in a
row for this success rate, according to co-owner of
the operation, Doug Roth.

Roth said that he and his partner Craig Rossier
have been trying to generate more interest in hunt-
ers scoring their hogs for the Safari Club Interna-
tional record book. Five of the hogs they took this
past year on the ranches they hunt will be entered
in the record book, and Roth said that perhaps an-
other 20 would score high enough to make the book.

Camp 5 has operated on the Central Coast since
1985, and Roth and Rossier have recently added
another 6,000-acre ranch to the list of properties
where they guide for 1999, and the new place has a
big hunting lodge that will be used as a base for
many hunts. That brings the total to 11 ranches
with over 46,000 acres.

“With the addition of the new property and all
the pigs we’re seeing out there, we’re gearing  up
to make a big push in our hunting. For the first
time in quite a few years, there are lots and lots of
pigs — in fact, we have more pigs than hunters,”
said Roth.

A meat pig hunt is $450, while a trophy boar

Tom Brennan of Modesto whacked this 300-pound boar while
hunting with Camp 5. He used a new .30-378 Weatherby.

Eddie McPhillips, 13, of Winters, shows off his first pig —
a nice boar taken while hunting with guide Eldon Bergman.
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hunt costs $650.

For more information, contact Doug Roth or
Craig Rossier, Camp 5 Outfitters, P. O. Box 121,
Lockwood, CA 93922. Telephone: (805) 237-1201
or (408) 385-0358, this is also a fax line.

BIG HORN CANYON RANCH

Released and wild hog hunts
available at this SoCal ranch

Catering mostly to archery hunters, the Big
Horn Canyon Ranch in western Riverside County
is one of the most accessible hog hunting opera-
tions to hunters in much of Southern California.

The ranch has 500 acres enclosed with a game-
proof fence, and game is regularly released, but
there is also a population of wild pigs that seem to
readily avoid hunters in the rugged terrain that
makes up a portion of the property. The ranch is
also stocked with a variety of different sheep and
goats, and other game on occasion.

Prices are $275 per animal, and only a $25 fee
is charged if no game is taken. The price includes a
place to sleep, stove, barbecue, and water, and other
services are available.

For more information, contact Chuck Wagner,
Big Horn Canyon Ranch, 6702 Dark Wood Drive,
Riverside, CA 92506. Telephone: (909) 789-4690
or (909) 845-2754.

HOGS WILD

Special two- and three-day
package hog hunts featured

Larry Greve of Hogs Wild offers three pack-
age hunts for rifle or archery hunters on ranches
out of Coalinga.

The basic two-day rifle hunt costs $395 for a
single hog, and a three-day archery hunt has the
same price. A two-day archery hunt is only $250.

Hunters should bring their own food and gear
and make arrangements to use the campground on
site, which has barbecue pits. There is also a bath-
room, shower, and cold box. You can also rent a
bunk in the cabin for an additional $10 per night.
Field dressing and skinning costs an additional $50.

For more information, contact Larry Greve,
Hogs Wild, P.O. Box 355, Coalinga, CA 93210.
Telephone: (209) 935-5788.

CATALINA  ISLAND HUNTS

Return of pig hunting sees 71
hogs taken at Catalina Island

There were 25 pig hunters in November and
December who shot 33 wild hogs at Catalina Is-
land during the return of the hunting program here,
according to Dave Morgan, who operates the hunts.

Morgan said that deer hunters also shot 38 hogs
during the deer hunts in October and November
for a total of 71 wild pigs taken during the fall
hunts at the island.

All of the two-day hunts cost $450 per hunter
this past year and entitled the hunter to bag two
pigs. The rates may change in 1999 if pig hunting
continues.

For more information, contact Dave Morgan,
4436 Sunview Drive, Santa Maria, CA 93455.
Telephone: (805) 937-1074.

SOLITUDE GUIDING SERVICE

Baying dogs featured in these
Santa Rosa area hog hunts

Scott Galloway offers fully-guided hog hunts
on 20,000 acres of private land around his Santa
Rosa home, and will cater to hunters using archery,

J. Beasley of Riverside took this nice boar late last year while
hunting at Bighorn Canyon Ranch.

Solitude hunters jumped both of these hogs within 100 yards
of each other before they were bayed and taken.
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handgun, muzzleloader or rifle, and most of his
hunting is with baying dogs.

In addition to hogs, Galloway guides for deer,
bear, bobcat, and turkey. He also operated a pack
operation and will take hunters and fishermen into
the backcountry for a wilderness experience.

For information, contact Scott Galloway, Soli-
tude Guiding Service, 3557 Piner Road, Santa
Rosa, CA 95401. Telephone: (707) 545-7049. E-
mail address: jervan4@aol.com.

THE COMPLETE LISTING

Current Guides and Outfitters
The following listing is run as a service to Hog

Hunter readers. Operations supporting California
Hog Hunter and our guides and outfitter evalua-
tion program have an asterisk (*) before the name
and are in bold type.

We try to keep this listing as complete and as
accurate as possible. Readers or outfitters are en-
couraged to provide corrections or additions.

A listing here does not mean the service is rec-
ommended by California Hog Hunter staff.

Copies of completed evaluation forms from
other hunters are available to readers so they can
make independent decisions on guides.

Arrow 5 Outfitters, Star Route 1, Box 64A,
Zenia, CA 95595. Contact: Jim Schaafsma. Tele-
phone: (707) 923-5504.

*Eldon Bergman, P.O. Box 1175, Templeton,
CA 93465. Telephone: (805) 238-5504.

Bighorn Ranch, 38061 Kehl Canyon Road,
Cherry Valley, CA 92223. Contact: Chuck or Jim
Wagner. Telephone: (909) 845-2754.

Jack Beghl’s Guide Service, 403 N. Suey Road,
Santa Maria, CA 93454. Contact: Jack Beghl. Tele-
phone: (805) 928-5376.

Boaring Experiences Unlimited, 6050 Portola
Road, Atascadero, CA 93422. Contact: Kyler
Hamann. Telephone: (805) 461-0294.

Call Mountain Guide Service, 1600 Old Air-
line Highway, Paicines, CA 95043. Contact: Jack
Clark. Telephone: (831) 389-4535.

*Camp 5 Outfitters, P. O. Box 121,
Lockwood, CA 93922. Contact: Doug Roth or
Craig Rossier. Telephones: (805) 237-1201 or
(408) 386-0727.

Catalina Island Hunts, 4436 Sunview Drive,
Santa Maria, CA 93455. Contact: Dave Morgan.
Telephone: (805) 937-1074.

Central Coast Outfitters, 1520 E. Donovan
Road, Santa Maria, CA 93454. Contact: Alfred
Luis. Telephone: (805) 929-5239 evenings, (805)
922-7923 days.

Circle F Ranch, 23337 Fish Rock Road,
Yorkville, CA 95494. Contact: Kevin FioRito. Tele-

phone: (707) 895-3895.
Craig’s Guide Service, P.O. Box 188,

Kelseyville, CA 95451. Contact: Craig Van
Housen. Telephone: (707) 279-0422.

*Cross County Outfitters, P.O. Box 3904,
Paso Robles, CA 93447. Contact: Tom or Au-
gust Harden. Telephone: (805) 467-3947.

Easterbrook Ranch, 69621 Vineyard Canyon
Road, San Miguel, CA 93451. Contact: Sheryl
Easterbrook. Telephone is (805) 463-2476.

Gold Coast Outfitters, 28932 Silver Saddle
Circle, No. 204, Canyon Country, CA 91351. Con-
tact: Tom and Denise Curran. Telephone: (805)
252-9564.

Mike Hayes’ Guide Service, 7763 Berta Road,
Eureka, CA 95503. Contact: Mike Hayes. Tele-
phone: (707) 442-2191.

Hog Wild, Mark Williams’ Hunting and Book-
ing Service, P.O. Box 1496, King City, CA 93930.
Contact: Mark Williams. Telephone (408) 385-
6321.

Hogs Wild, P.O. Box 355, Coalinga, CA
93210. Contact: Larry Greve. Telephone: (209)
935-5788.

Hunter Liggett Outdoor Recreation, P.O. Box
712, Jolon, CA 93928. Contact: Vic Robinson.
Telephone: (408) 386-2550.

Don Ingalls, 53100 Pine Canyon Road, King
City, CA 93930. Telephone: (408) 385-3754.

Alex Kuhnle, Star Route, Box 121, Santa
Margarita, CA 93453. Telephone: (805) 475-2341.

Lazy Arrow Outdoor Adventures, 9330
Camatta Creek Road, Santa Margarita, CA 93453.
Contact: Mark Morrison. Telephone: (805) 238-
7324.

*Multiple Use Managers, P.O. Box 1210,
West Point, CA 95255. Contact: Wayne or Gor-
don Long. Telephone: (209) 293-7087.

Murray Outfitters, P.O. Box 858, Pismo Beach,
CA 93448. Contact: William Murray. Telephone:
(805) 546-2801.

Mustang Guide Service, P.O. Box 2144, King
City, CA 93930. Contact: Frank Morasci. Tele-
phone: (408) 385-5628.

Redwood Empire Outdoor Adventures, P.O.
Box 757, Miranda, CA 95553. Contact: Ken Bow-
man. Telephone: (707) 943-3083.

Pete Scardina, 189A Cachagua Road, Carmel
Valley, CA 93924. Telephone (408) 659-4433.

Nessen Schmidt, Oasis Route, Box 105, King
City, CA 93930. Telephone: (408) 385-1335.

Solitude Guiding Service, 3557 Piner Road,
Santa Rosa, CA 95401. Contact: Scott Galloway.
Telephone: (707) 545-7049.

Ed Sparling, 5420 Comstock Road, No. B,
Hollister, CA 95023. Telephone: (408) 631-7770.

Stag Peak Hunts, 166 Paradise Road, Santa
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Barbara, CA 93105. Contact: Jim McKibbin. Tele-
phone: (805) 967-5372.

Rock Springs Ranch, 11000 Old Hernandez
Road, Paicines, CA 95043. Contact: Ken or Nola
Range. Telephone: (800) 209-5175 or (831) 385-
5242.

*Tejon Ranch Company, P.O. Box 1000,
Lebec, CA 93243. Contact: Don Geivet. Tele-
phone: (805) 248-6774.

White Deer Ranch, 5902 Penfield Avenue,
Woodland Hills, CA 91367. Contact: Mike Toth.
Telephone: (818) 888-5902.

Wild Kingdom Ranch, 2516 Horseshoe Drive,
Santa Rosa, CA 95405. Contact: John Galeazzi.
Telephone: (707) 528-1817.

Wild Pig Hunting, Inc., P.O. Box 60, Yorkville,
CA 95494. Contact: Ken Whittaker. Telephone:
(707) 894-3280.

Williamson Brothers Wild Hog Hunts, 288
Echo Valley Road, Salinas, CA 93907. Contact:
Phillip or Dwight Williamson. Telephone: (408)
663-4980 or (408) 663-3568.

Tom Willoughby, P.O. Box 1466, King City,
CA 93930. Telephone: (408) 385-3003.

Work’s Wildlife Management, 77502 Hog Can-
yon Road, San Miguel, CA 93451. Contact: Bert
Classsen. Telephone: (805) 467-3262.
Sportsman’s Clubs
     Golden Ram Sportsman’s Club, 840 Hinckley
Road, No 250, Burlingame, CA 94010. Telephone:
(650) 692-6670.

Wilderness Unlimited, 20654 Corsair Blvd.,
Haywood, CA 94545. Telephone: (510) 785-4868.

HUNT EVALUATIONS

The Good, the Bad & the Ugly
The following comments are from the Guides

& Outfitter Evaluation forms we have received re-
cently — both good and bad. We will drop guides
or outfitters from our listings if we consistently
receive bad ratings.

We’d like to encourage all readers to fill out
these forms for all the hog hunts they take, whether
the hunts are good or bad, successful or not. This
will allow other readers to make informed decisions.

��� �  WHITE DEER RANCH
Hunter comment: “The reason for this letter

and my anger is the way I was treated by the owner
of the ranch and his staff. I also do not want to see
other hunters spend their hard-earned money and
waste their precious time being treated this way.
This experience has taught me one very important
thing — always ask for references of past hunters
and ask them plenty of questions!”

Some excerpts from the two-page letter:

“I got up [from where the guide had left him
while he went to follow his dogs while they chased
a bobcat] and found the other hunters [who had
also been left by the guide], and we walked back to
the truck together.... We didn’t see the guides at
first, but then we found them on the side of the
ridge having the first of many beers that afternoon
as we drove around the ranch hunting....

“When the guides weren’t around, the other
hunters told me how discouraged they were.”

The complete two-page letter is available to
other hunters from Hog Hunter. It describes a litany
of problems, from poor facilities, to unsafe fire-
arm practices (shooting from a vehicle), from hav-
ing to ride in the back of a truck with the dogs, to
guides who drink beer throughout the day and put
their own interests (chasing bobcats with dogs)
ahead of the clients’ interests, and ending with rude
treatment by the ranch owner.

��� �  CENTRAL COAST OUTFITTERS
Hunter comment: “Lots of pigs, hard-working

guides, and a beautiful area to hunt. No question,
I’ll be going back this year and with my 12-year-
old son.”

��� �  BOARING EXPERIENCES
Hunter comment: “Over 100 pigs seen in one

day!”
Hunter comment: “I would whole-heartedly

recommend this outfit to anyone. Additionally, it is
completely appropriate for my family to accom-
pany me. The accommodations are clean and the
surroundings are pleasant.”

��� �  ED SPARLING
Hunter Comment: “Got a 350-pound boar

within an hour.”
Hunter Comment: “Great pig dogs. We caught

and released three small boars before getting a boar
with 2 1/2-inch tusks. These guys worked very hard
all day to get me my trophy.”

��� �  HIGH MARKS
The following operations also received high

marks (nothing less than a “good” in the check-off
boxes, and no negative comments) from clients who
returned evaluation forms to California Hog
Hunter recently: Burt Classen at Work Ranch, Jeff
Wolcott at Easterbrook Ranch, Larry Greve of
Hogs Wild, Jack Clark of Call Mountain Guide
Service, and guide Tom Willoughby.

(If there was not a copy of the Guides & Out-
fitter evaluation form with this newsletter, you can
call the Hog Hunter office at 909-887-3444 and
we will send you out as many copies of the form as
you need.)
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Whether you are cleaning a skull for scoring
to enter into a record book or simply turning your
trophy boar’s skull into a show piece for the mantle,
there is only one way to “boil” out that skull to
clean it pearly white.

And that is to not boil and bleach it.
Simply let the beetle larva clean it spotless,

without the worry of cooking the skull apart or the
extra shrinkage caused by boiling and then drying
the skull. Museums around the world use “beetle

bins” to clean their
specimens for display
and cataloging, but
there have not been
many commercial out-
lets where sportsmen
could take their game.
In fact, we didn’t know
of any until we recently
discovered the Custom
Osteo Company on the

Internet (www.customosteo.com).
Jim Hackiewicz operates the only beetle bins

in  the West, and many taxidermists throughout the
region use his services. Hunters will be amazed at
the difference between beetle-cleaned skulls and
those boiled out, and prices are only $100 per hog
direct from Custom Osteo.

Hackiewicz also has a record book for hogs,
and a number of other species of game, with the
scoring based on measurements of skull length and
width, meaning that huge sows could score as high
as a large boar under the skull measurement.

The scoring program is still relatively new, but
Hog Hunter will be publishing updates on the scor-
ing program, and we encourage readers to learn
about the system and to submit animals for entry.
When you have Custom Osteo clean a skull, you
are automatically entered in the record book and
you find out where in the rankings you place.

There is also a very informative and interest-
ing article on Hackiewicz’ web site about the dif-
ference between true Russian hogs and feral hogs
that we have in this country. He had the opportu-
nity to clean a skull from a true Russian hog and
took measurements of this monstrous pig. There
are photos on his web site that show that our wild
hog skulls simply do not resemble the true Rus-
sians.

Besides hogs, Hackiewicz also keeps complete
records for bobcats, coyotes, foxes (all types), bad-
gers, raccoons, wolverines, lynx, bears, and cou-
gars. The game can be taken by hunters or trap-

Payton Miller of Guns & Ammo magazine touches off a shot
with the Guide Gun. This is full recoil, evidence that the
muzzle break does more than make the gun extremely loud.

pers. His records list the biggest skulls by category,
and they are available on the web site.

For more information, contact Jim Hackiewicz,
Custom Osteo Company, 44229 SE Mt. Si Road,
North Bend, WA 98045. Telephone: (425) 888-
1147. E-mail address: jjhack@customosteo.com.

THE PERFECT HOG GUN?

Marlin’s new guide gun in
.45-70 gets rave reviews

The new Marlin Guide Gun in .45-70 is get-
ting high marks with hog and bear hunters for its
light weight and quick handling qualities. It has
become extremely popular for hunters who follow
dogs, but it also has the accuracy and punch to
drop a hog at 200 yards.

The Guide Gun has become one of the hottest
selling lever-action rifles in California, rivaling the
sales of many popular bolt guns, according to Andy
McCormick at the Turner’s Outdoorsman chain of
retail shops in Southern California.

If there is one thing we’d ask Marlin to change
it’s the ported barrel. The thing really roars and
shouldn’t be shot without hearing protection. It
would also probably break a dog’s eardrum within
30 feet of the muzzle, even if off to the side. Not to
mention human hunting partners. This porting does
help control recoil and muzzle jump, but we’d sure
like the option of getting the gun without the port.

The Guide Gun is also going to be offered in
the .444 Marlin this year, which is a great option
for hunters who reload, especially if they also have
a .44 magnum. The same diameter bullets can be
used in both calibers, and we suspect the Nosler
Partition HGs would be excellent performers in the
.444 Marlin.

Correct care of a trophy hog skull

This boar’s skull has been
cleaned by Custom Osteo
using beetle larva instead of
boiling and bleaching.
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We’re having a little contest to encourage sub-
scribers to send in their game photos and stories.

We will give awards for the best hog hunting
stories we receive. If you have photos to support
your story, please include that evidence.

A lot of people who read the story of the 500-
pound hog in the last issue of the newsletter would
have called everyone involved a liar if there wasn’t
that photo evidence supplied, so pictures are very
important.

If writing is not your forte, we’ll also be giving
awards for the best photos (which are worth a 1,000
words, anyway, right?) in two categories: a hunter
with his hog, and shots of live hogs in the wild. Be
sure to include pertinent information, including
who’s in the photo, size of the trophy, and where
the critter was killed or the photo was snapped (in
the case of a live pig).

We have found that most hunters can spin a
pretty good yarn, but our photography skills can
leave a lot to be desired. This doesn’t make a lot of
sense because after the last of the chops are eaten
the only thing you have to help you remember the
hunt are the photographs you take.

Some simple guidelines that we follow:
First, get a decent camera. Don’t buy one of

those throwaway things at the check-out line in
Safeway. They take crappy photos, especially when
lighting conditions are not perfect. Get a small cam-
era that has a built-in flash and auto-focus lens
(not a fixed focus). Use the flash for every photo
you take of a hunter with his game. You can even
take shots after dark and get good photos.

Second, have your hero take off his sunglasses
and tip his cap or hat up on his head so you can see
his eyes.

As an example of what we would consider a “winning” photo,
here’s a shot Mike Lum, of Turner’s Outdoorsman, showing
off a nice boar he took with guide Kyler Hamann, of Boaring
Experiences Unlimited out of Atascadero.

Third, position the pig and the hunter so the
sun is in front of them, shining onto the hero’s face
and not into the lens of your camera.

Finally, take several photos from different
angles. Film is cheap, use it. Send us a print from
the best shot.

As a modest incentive, each winner will receive
two boxes of ammunition. You can choose from
Winchester Supreme, Federal Premium, or Speer
Nitrex brands, in the caliber of your choice, and
they will be shipped to you directly from the com-
pany.


