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A  N EWSLETTER  DEDICATED   TO   HUNTING   W ILD   PIGS

Tejon Ranch kicks wild pig
hunting program into gear

Texan Jim Wilson (left), of Shooting Times magazine, poses with a nice boar taken with
Tejon Ranch game manager Don Geivet (center) and head hog guide Darrell Francis (right).
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Around a campfire nearly 15 years ago, I had suggested whimsically that
“wouldn’t it be neat if there were wild pigs on the Tejon Ranch.”

I was told to bite my tongue.
Everyone around that campfire loved to hunt wild pigs and thought the

world of them as game animals, but they were also ranchers and game man-
agers and knew that wild pigs would bring more than just great hunting op-
portunity to the Tejon Ranch. They would bring problems to the ranch crops
and perhaps have an impact on the game and cattle management operations.

 (Continued on Page 6, See “Tejon Ranch....”)
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     California Hog Hunter is published
four times per year with issues coming
out each quarter. Issues will  usually
arrive in your mailbox in March, June,
September, and December. When they
arrive during the month depends on how
diligent we are in getting the letter out
instead of hunting.
     California Hog Hunter is dedicated
to bringing you information on where
the hunting is best for hogs throughout
the state on both public and private
lands. There will be detailed informa-
tion on at least one public land spot per
issue. This is detailed information that is
simply not available from any other
source.
     Price is $49 for a single year mail
subscription, or $15 for single issues.
     The Guides & Outfitters section is
paid advertising, but we update the
information with news for each listing
every issue. Guides, outfitters, and
ranches that offer hunting  should
contact us for rate information.
     Readers are encouraged to provide
their feedback on our public and private
land coverage. We will run your
comments and discoveries — good or
bad — in our News & Updates section.
We especially encourage your feedback
on guided and ranch hunting operations
so we can pass that on to other readers.
     A note on Xeroxing and faxing of
this newsletter to others: Don’t do it. It
is against the law and it cheapens the
value of this exclusive product for you
and the other subscribers.

Editor & Publisher

Jim Matthews
(909) 887-3444 office
(909) 887-8180 fax

E-Mail Addresses:
j_matthews@compuserve.com
odwriter@aol.com

Senior Field Editor:

Durwood Hollis

Field and Consulting Editors:

John Higley, Lee J. Hoots,
Andy McCormick,
Bob Robb, Rick Rockel &
Jerry Springer

Address all mail communication to:

California Hog Hunter
P.O. Box 9007
San Bernardino, CA 92427

In an informal survey of guides, I was shocked to learn
that over half the time they have to finish off hogs shot by
clients because of poor shooting or use of poor ammunition.

The sad reality is that most of us are poor field shoot-
ers. We don’t shoot our rifles enough to be completely
comfortable with them, either off the bench or in the field.
We don’t devote the time we should to carefully sight in our
guns. We don’t sight in with the same ammunition we use on
the hunt, or we use ammunition for hunting that is inad-
equate for the task.

Most of the guys on our staff are lucky enough to shoot
a lot. Many of us do gun testing for other writing projects
and some of us get to hunt more than the average guy. I
probably shoot 1,500 to 2,000 rounds of ammunition a year.
Now, admittedly, most of that is .22 rimfire, but every time
you squeeze a trigger and a bullet exits a barrel, you become
better at the task. A lot of my shooting is in the field on
ground squirrels, and I feel like a I’m a pretty competent shot
in the field on game.

You wouldn’t have known that earlier this year. I went
on a hunt with new ammunition I had not taken to the range.
I found out the hard way that it shot a full foot-plus above
the ammunition I’d used to sight in the gun: I missed a 75-
yard shot on a sleeping pig. The pig was eventually killed
because I had a spotter who kept telling me to hold lower,
but it was an ugly display.

It was the kind of display guides see all the time.
We expect a lot of our guides on hunts, and the one

thing they expect back from us is competence with our guns.
They can deal with egos, whining, and infirmity if the hunter
handles his gun safely and shines in that moment of truth.
Why? It shows your respect of the guide because you are
able to do your job when he does his. It shows your respect
of  the game because you recognize the gravity of taking a
life and try to do it quickly and responsibly.

Shoot well, and you are not just a guy who wants to
kill something. Turn down shots you can’t make, and you
show your true colors — earning the guide’s respect.

Guides see too many macho types who buy the big
magnum, have a scope mounted and boresighted at the gun
shop, and then come hunting with a box of ammunition
(intending to shoot it all) to prove something.

They don’t understand that merely killing a pig is not
the yardstick. The true measure of the man, of the hunter, is
in the process and your respect for that process.

What kind of hunter are
you?
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DFG, SAFARI CLUB IN UPROAR

USDA issues ruling that
bans donations to charity

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has re-
cently begun interpreting the 1907 Federal Meat
Inspection Act, meant to regulate commercially
raised meat for human consumption, to include wild
pig.

“Compliance officers would be derelict if they
didn’t enforce this law [as it applies to wild pig],”
said Dr. Robert Fetzner with the USDA in Omaha,
Neb. But Fetzner admitted it was a matter of inter-
pretation.

Since the USDA inspection process involves
examinations both before and after butchering do-
mestic livestock, it effectively makes it impossible
for wild pig to be utilized in the public sector. While
this has little impact on the average hunter, it means
that wild pig can no longer be donated to charities,
such as the Salvation Army.

Native wild game is not affected by the ruling
and can still be donated, but the USDA is saying
that since swine are covered by the 1907 Act and
they are domestic animals, even though they are
feral, and they must be regulated the same as other
domestic animals.

Safari Club International’s “Sportsman
Against Hunger” program has encouraged the do-
nation of game taken by hunters to shelters and
charities, and the wild pig has been the cornerstone
of that donation program in California, amounting
to thousands of pounds of meat a year.

Many professional animal control businesses
also donate the problem pigs they remove. Gordon
Long of Multiple Use Managers said they have
donated over 30 pigs per year to charities in the
past as part of their control programs where sport
hunting cannot be used to control pig numbers.

“We’re going to have hundreds of [depreda-
tion-killed] pigs rotting in the field, and thousands
of people going hungry out there, this doesn’t make
any sense,” said Marvin Oliver with the Orange
County Chapter of Safari Club. His chapter alone
has donated over 25,000 pounds of wild pig meat
to charities over the last five years.

“We’re trying to let people know this is not a
good thing,’’ said Brian Hunter, the Department of
Fish and Game’s regional manager in Region 3 in
Yountville. “We don’t think there’s a health prob-
lem — by and large wild pigs are pretty clean. I
think we need a change in interpretation.”

Apparently much of the USDA’s ruling hinges
on the interpretation of two terms “for commerce”
and “domestic.” Since other wild game is not regu-
lated under the act, SCI and the DFG are arguing
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All subscribers of California Hog
Hunter will be entered in a drawing for a free
pig hunt on the famous Dye Creek Ranch
near Red Bluff.

Multiple Use Managers, which operates
the hunting program at Dye Creek, are one of
several wild pig hunting operations who have
stepped forward to help get Hog Hunter off
the ground by offering a hunt to be given
away in a drawing to a subscriber.

New subscribers who sign up before
December 1 will be eligible for the drawing.

Hog Hunter to have Dye Creek
boar hunt drawing in December

that wild pigs should not be regulated. But the
USDA is ruling that wild pig are still domestic ani-
mals that fall under their jurisdiction whether they
live in the wild or not. The USDA cannot regulate
meat raised for personal consumption under this
act. It covers only meat raised “for commerce,”
and the USDA is saying that donations still consti-
tute “commerce” and must therefore be regulated.

Oliver is leading the charge to get the ruling
changed — or have the law modified if need be —
because wild pig have become the core of many
shelters’ meat supply. He is working with several
representatives of Congress and lobbying within
the USDA for changes.

Ray Stroup with SCI in Tucson, Ariz., said
that most shelters try to provide a four-ounce por-
tion of meat with each meal, so 80 to 100 pounds
of meat from a typical wild hog feeds 300 to 400
people.

“The biggest thing we’re told from Gospel
Rescue Mission [in Tuscon] is they don’t get fresh
meat. When we show up, it’s like we’re passing
out $20 bills. We provide 90 percent of their meat
needs for a whole year with our donations,” said
Stroup.

FIRST HOG HUNTER DRAWING

Daniel Boren wins a free
hog hunt on Tejon Ranch

Daniel Boren of Corona won the first of a se-
ries of free drawings by California Hog Hunter
for its subscribers. Boren, who read about the news-
letter in Western Outdoor News, will have his choice
of a guided hog hunt on the Tejon Ranch, or he can
choose to hunt during one of the two-month, un-
guided hunts in early 1999 on the property.
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All current subscribers were entered in the

drawing for this hunt, and Hog Hunter is making
arrangements for hunts with guides and outfitters
operating on some of the best wild pig properties
in the state. We expect to have quarterly drawings
for these hunts.

PROPOSITION 4

November anti-trapping
initiative fought by hunters

A favorite Far Side cartoon shows three bears
in the woods as seen through a rifle scope. The
bear in the crosshairs is smiling sheepishly, point-
ing at the bear standing next to him.

“Shoot him, not me,” is the clear message.
It’s funny in a pathetic sort of way because it is a
metaphor for so many things today.

Proposition 4 on the November ballot, a ban
on leg-hold traps and two federally approved poi-
sons for rodents, could pass because sportsmen
ignore the fact that the crosshairs are zooming in
on a next of kin and that we’ll be next. First, it was
mountain lions, then it was an attempt to ban dogs
for bear hunting, and now a trapping ban. We’re
all too willing to let the metaphorical bullets fly so
long as they’re not pointed in our direction. We
shrug and point.

Proposition 4 would make it unlawful to sell
pelts taken with traps and forbid even government
employees from using these traps in nearly all cir-
cumstances. The radical animal rights activists who
put Prop. 4 on the ballot want the public to believe
that trapping is inhumane and cruel.

The sad part is that many hunters and fisher-
men will buy into the argument. Trapping doesn’t
fit in with their concept of sporting or ethical be-
havior in the outdoors. Thousands of non-hunters
and non-fishermen — outdoor enthusiasts who care
about wildlife — will assume the ban is a positive
thing.

The reality is that leghold traps and the two
poisons the animal rights people want to ban are
far more human, very target specific, more effec-
tive and less costly than some of the alternatives
that would have to be used if voters pass this mea-
sure on the November ballot.

With very little commercial fur trapping oc-
curring in California, what would be banned is the
use of traps for rodents (80 percent of all trapping)
and predator control.
For information on how you can help stop this ini-
tiative from passing, write the Californians for
People, Pets and Wildlife, 1121 L Street, Suite 810,
Sacramento, CA 95814 or telephone (916) 444-
8080.

NEWS BRIEFS

Web site is a good source
for hunters who use dogs

The Bay-Dog web site is a good entry point
on the Internet for hunters who like hog hunting,
especially with dogs. The site has a good links sec-
tion to other hunting groups and dog associations.
The address is: www.baydog.com.

More and more wild pigs are showing up on
the Angeles National Forest south of the Tejon
Ranch in northern Los Angeles County. Mike
Norris , a Department of Fish and Game warden
and former outdoor writer who worked at Western
Outdoor News, said there were increasing num-
bers of reports of wild pigs on Liebre Mountain
and south along the Interstate 5 corridor.

Department of Fish and Game warden Dick
Phillips has continued to receive reports of wild
pigs in the lower Deep Creek drainage of the San
Bernardino National Forest. Apparently these are
feral hogs that have moved up out of the Mojave
River drainage from a population that lives in the
desert near Victorville.

California Hog Hunter editor Jim Matthews
is co-hosting a radio talk show on Thursday morn-
ings on KMSL-AM 1510, The Muscle, a sports
talk radio station out of Rancho Cucamonga. The
one-hour outdoor segment is part of Louie
Brewster’s daily show, and runs from 10 to 11
a.m., and covers hunting and fishing topics. The
station can be picked up in much of inland South-
ern California from Orange County to the Inland
Empire.

EVALUATING THE GUIDES

Guides & Outfitter forms
coming into Hog Hunter

Slowly but surely, California Hog Hunter
readers are filling out and sending in evaluation
forms for hog hunting guides and outfitters.

Blank forms are included with each
subscriber’s issue of the newsletter. If there is not
one with this issue, call the Hog Hunter office and
we will send you a couple.

The intent of the form is to collect as many
evaluations for each of the different hog guides and
outfitters in the state so hunters can evaluate their
performance before booking a hunt.

Copies of completed forms are available to
subscribers planning a hunt with any outfitter. The
cost is a small copying fee and postage. Contact
the California Hog Hunter office at (909) 887-
3444 for more information on completed forms.
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Sweetwater Spring: a prime BLM parcel

This map roughly shows the public land property boundry
on  a portion of the the USGS Lonoak and Hepsedam Peak
7 1/2-minute quads. The five small black squares are the

approximate locations where we have killed hogs on this
parcel. Of the three access points to this property, the Lower
Sweetwater Access is the best.

Located between Laguna and Tulley mountains
south of Coalinga Road, this is one of my favorite
public land pigs spots. You can locate the  area
covered on our map below on page 33 of the
DeLorme Southern and Central California Atlas
& Gazetteer southwest of Hernandez Reservoir.

From the Lower Sweetwater Access, the best
hunting will be straight uphill approximately two
to three miles over the top of the ridge and down
into the next drainage. It’s a tough hike, but once
you are over the top, the terrain is fairly open and

you’ll be able to glass a lot of good country.
Unfortunately, the best hunting is often deep

into several side canyons off the main ridge. The
best hope of killing a hog near the top of the ridge
is always at first light, but it seems like I always
have killed pigs at the bottom of canyons.

I highly recommend that you hunt this spot with
a backpack and plenty of water. Plan on field dress-
ing, skinning and boning out any hog you kill on
the spot. It is a long walk in and out of the best
hunting country.         — Durwood Hollis
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Tejon Ranch....
(Continued from Page 1)
But there was also the feeling that pigs would even-
tually find their way to the ranch, in spite of the
operations’ best efforts to keep them out.

The pigs came to the ranch a little sooner than
many of us thought. A nearby fenced game ranch
had hogs for hunters. In the course of fighting a
wild fire, the fence was bulldozed by firefighters
and many of the pigs escaped into the local moun-
tains. They found ideal habitat on the ranch, and
the hog population has boomed, going from zero
10 years ago to well over a thousand animals.

Game manager Don Geivet sees the numbers
of pigs and their range expanding almost monthly
now. During the ranch’s September elk season,
Geivet said they were seeing from 100 to 150 pigs
a day.

I have been hunting the Tejon Ranch since I
was a youngster. In fact, I shot my first deer on
this ranch as a kid nearly 30
years ago. I shot my first pig here
earlier this year with Darrell
Francis, who has become the
Tejon’s head pig guide, and
Geivet. It was late winter and the
El Niño rains had all of the sec-
ondary roads either washed out
or turned into impassable slop.
But from the main road up Tejon
Canyon on the northern portion
of the huge 280,000-acre spread,
we saw over 50 pigs in just a
few hours of midday hunting.

It was a simple matter to
make a stalk in the lush, green
hillsides and shoot a young boar
for the freezer.

I was back in early summer,
tagging along on a hunt put on

Ryan Geivet has grown up on the ranch
and is now one of the main guides for
hog hunters, along with Darrell Francis.

by Winchester ammunition and Taurus handguns.
In two days, five big boars were taken by the group
using handguns, including that big boar on the cover
of this issue.

It was clear on this hunt that the pigs were
spreading over the entire ranch. In June, the hunt
took place from 4,500 to 6,000 feet elevations high
up in the Tehachapi Mountains. My late winter hunt
was at 2,000 to 2,500 feet. The pigs are using all
elevations, following food up and down the moun-
tains. While they were primarily being seen in the
northern areas as little as six months ago, they are
now all the way over to Highway 138 in pretty
substantial numbers.

For hunters who are not familiar with the Tejon
Ranch, it is located in southern Kern County and
northern Los Angeles County. The rough bound-
ary is from Gorman, at the top of the Grapevine on
Interstate 5, north into the southern end of the San
Joaquin Valley. The ranch extends east from
Gorman along Highway 138 and past Quail Lake
and then northeast out across the Antelope Valley

along the Los Angeles aqueduct
and north nearly to Highway 58,
and then west back over to In-
terstate 5.

It is a huge chunk of prop-
erty that encompasses every-
thing from desert to mountain
forest with a lot of oak wood-
land in between. The ranch has
development only along the ma-
jor highway routes, and agricul-
ture in lower elevations in the
San Joaquin Valley. Otherwise
it is a largely pristine piece of
California.

When you enter the ranch
interior, it is like stepping back
in time. It is what I imagine this
state was like 75 or 100 years
ago, and it has game numbers
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that make you believe time has indeed stopped. This
is not an accident. The Tejon Ranch has an aggres-
sive game management program.

It has the best deer hunting for the California
mule deer subspecies in the state, and it produces
the biggest bucks taken for this deer. There is a
booming herd of Rocky Mountain elk, and a stable
population of pronghorn antelope. With all the
game, there is also a large mountain lion popula-
tion and some huge black bears on the property.
(While it has been years since grizzly bears were
wiped out in California, the Tejon Ranch was one
of the bears’ last strongholds in the southern part
of the state.) It also has some excellent bird hunt-
ing opportunities for wild turkey, quail, dove, and
waterfowl, and some of the best varmint hunting
imaginable, especially for ground squirrels.

The addition of wild pig to the ranch’s hunting
operation will bring more hunters to this incredible
piece of property, located just a couple of hours
from downtown Los Angeles. In the past, the qual-
ity hunting program almost was a secret, and the
price of elk and pronghorn permits ($8,000 and
$2,500, respectively) are well below ranches in
Colorado and New Mexico that don’t offer ani-
mals of better quality. Just before this issue went
to press, a Tejon hunter took a 370-class elk.

There are two basic types of hunting programs
on the Tejon. The ranch is divided into a number of
game units and hunters can get a lease for that
particular unit for the season. These leases are
designed around deer, but can also include other
game. The second program is the guided hunt
operation, where hunters can book a hunt for the
desired game. For some species, such as elk, there
is a long waiting list. For pigs, you can go tomorrow,
and the price for a one-hog hunt is $450 or $800 if
you want a pair of pigs.

There is also a third option that was developed
for wild pigs. The ranch now has two seasons for
wild pigs that fall between other hunting programs.
The first two-month season is February and March
each year and the second is May and June. A hunter
can purchase a one-hog permit for $400 or a two-
hog permit for $700 for one of the seasons and
hunts on his own during the whole period until he
fills his tag.

“We’re seeing so many pigs, I almost can’t
believe it,” said Geivet. “On our last three or four
days of elk hunting (in September), we saw 50, 60,
70 pigs less than eight inches long. This is not the
time of year we should be getting that, and they’re
everywhere from top to bottom.”

The original plan was to only hunt pigs during
the spring and early summer when other seasons
were not in progress, but hog numbers have climbed

so dramatically, that Geivet has opted for guided
hunts year-round to try to keep numbers in check.
They are even considering a multiple pig permit
for the two unguided seasons that would allow for
the taking of more than two animals.

What I always enjoy about hunting are the
people as much as the hunting itself, and the Tejon
Ranch folks are just plain fun to be around. If you
book a pig hunt here, the odds are you’ll hunt with
Darrell Francis, a Bakersfield hunter who has spent
years wandering around and hunting the region. If
you don’t have fun hunting with Darrell, you need
to seek help from a professional. He’s a health fa-
natic and is known for his Dagwood-like sand-
wiches at lunch, his sharp knives, and cheery na-
ture. A nickname of “Mr. Hog” wouldn’t be inap-
propriate, for his appetite.

You also might hunt with Geivet or his young-
est son Ryan, who is also now guiding at the ranch.
Both have spent so much time on the property, they
almost have a sixth sense about where game is go-
ing to be and when it will be there. This pair also
have a great sense of dry humor.

You will probably not read too many reports
in Hog Hunter like this one. The Tejon is special to
me for a lot of reasons, certainly one of the most
important is because the people here have become
friends. Not just with me, they are people who de-
velop long-term relationships with their clients,
eventually considering many of them in their circle
of friends.

My uncle, Miles “Spike” Harris, was a long-
time lessee on this ranch, and I relished the invita-
tions I would get to come and hunt with him on the
Tejon. I shot three deer here over the years, and my
wife shot her first buck here soon after we were
married. But when I think of the Tejon, I think of
huge oak trees and people — but mostly of Spike,
who was my hunting mentor. When he died a few
years ago, it only made sense to everyone in the
family that his ashes go here under an oak. Like so
many hunters, Spike existed through the rest of the
year while waiting and planning for fall when he
could be in the woods, completely alive and ab-
sorbed in life, being the hunter. He lived for those
woods and now he’s part of them.

The Tejon has a long heritage of hunting and
you will sense that from your first visit.

For information on pig hunting or the Tejon’s
other game, contact Don Geivet, Tejon Ranch Com-
pany, P.O. Box 1000, Lebec, CA 93243. Telephone:
(805) 248-6774. You should request the informa-
tional brochure on the hunting program, along with
an hunting application form.

—Jim Matthews
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CAMP 5 OUTFITTERS

Big pigs are back on Central
Coast thanks to the El Niño

Doug Roth at Camp 5 Outfitters out of Paso
Robles said they are seeing more big hogs than
they’ve seen in 14 years, and the numbers are way
up again thanks to the El Niño-generated feed.

The photo above is of Tom Lund of Laguna
Niguel who shot this 238-pound boar this spring
on one of the ranches Camp 5 hunts, and Roth said
boars this size are common again.

Roth and his partner Craig Rossier have guided
hunters on the Central Coast since 1985 and cur-
rently operate on 10 ranches totaling over 40,000
acres. Their success rate has been 100 percent on
meat pigs the last two years. A meat pig hunt is
$450, while a trophy boar hunt costs $650.

For more information, contact Doug Roth or
Craig Rossier, Camp 5 Outfitters, P. O. Box 121,
Lockwood, CA 93922. Telephone: (805) 237-1201
or (408) 385-0358, this is also a fax line.

MULTIPLE USE MANAGERS

Dye Creek’s hog season kicks
off for the year in December

The Dye Creek Preserve’s wild pig hunting
season begins in December, after the hot summer
and fall months, according to Gordon Long at Mul-
tiple Use Managers, who operate the hunting pro-
gram at both the 37,000-acre Dye Creek Preserve
and the 17,000-acre Shamrock Ranch.

Long said they are seeing very large groups of
hogs at Dye Creek, including a high percentage of
large boars.

MMU had very high success rates (98 percent,
with all hunters getting an opportunity to harvest a
pig) at both ranches last year and their reputation
for quality hunts spans over 35 years. The hunts
are run two hunters per guide and they are booking
up rapidly for the December-May season, many

with repeat customers, but Long said there are
many openings still available.

Fees are $650 for a two-day guided hunt at
Dye Creek and $550 at Shamrock. A $200 trophy
fee is charged for hogs with two-inch or larger teeth.
All hunting is spot-and-stalk.

For information, contact Multiple Use Man-
agers, P.O. Box 1210, West Point, CA 95255. Tele-
phone: (209) 293-7087. Fax: (209) 293-7105. E-
Mail: muminc@volcano.net

GUIDE ELDON BERGMAN

Central Coast guide garners
near-100 percent success

Eldon Bergman, a 40-year veteran of guiding
on the Central Coast, took 37 hunters in 1997 and
they killed 35 pigs, and many of those were repeat
customers.

“I like repeat customers,” said Bergman. “They
know your game, and they know that I want to get
them a hog as much as they want to get one, but I
also have fun with most of my hunters.”

Bergman has guided hunter Bill Zinsley on 33
hunts over the past 28 years, and the veteran hunter
has taken 31 hogs with Bergman.

Bergman’s rates are a flat $175 per day guide
fee with an additional fee of $100 for a meat pig
and $200 for a trophy boar.

For information, contact Eldon Bergman, P.O.
Box 1175, Templeton, CA 93465. Telephone: (805)
238-5504.

GUIDE DAVE MORGAN

Swan song at Catalina Island
for wild hogs and hog hunting

Full-scale eradication efforts to rid Catalina
Island of wild pigs are tentatively set to begin this
coming spring, but hunters will have a last chance
opportunity for an island hog this fall.

David Morgan is running a new big game hunt-
ing program on the island under an agreement with
the Santa Catalina  Island Conservancy. While deer
will be Morgan’s primary game, he is offering pig
in  a series of two-day hunts this fall before the
final eradication effort begins.

Hunts are scheduled for Nov. 20-21, 22-23,
29-30, Dec. 1-2, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 11-12, and 13-14.
All of the two-day hunts will cost $450 and entitle
each hunter to two wild pigs. Each guide will take
out three hunters.

For more information, contact Dave Morgan,
4436 Sunview Drive, Santa Maria, CA 93455.
Telephone: (805) 937-1074.
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CALL MOUNTAIN GUIDE SERVICE

San Benito area hunts with
bay dogs or spot-and-stalk

Jack Clark of Call Mountain Guide Service
hunts on two ranches in San Benito County, with
both spreads about 6,000 acres.

Clark has been guiding nearly 20 years in this
region and hunts with bay dogs but also does a lot
of spot-and-stalk hunting. He figures his clients
have taken well over a 1,000 hogs over the years.

Clark has a $200 per day guide fee and charges
$200 per hog. Hunters who want to stay overnight
are charged a flat $60 rate for room and board.

For information, contact Jack Clark, Call
Mountain Guide Service, 1600 Old Airline High-
way, Paicines, CA 95043. Telephone: (408) 389-
4535.

WHITE DEER RANCH

Polish-strain European hogs
sport longer hair, bigger tusks

Mike Toth’s White Deer Ranch is 5,000 acres
in the Sierra foothills, surrounded on two sides by
the Sequoia National Forest. As with so many
places in California this year, hog numbers are way
up and Toth said they were seeing some big bunches
of pigs throughout the property.

The White Deer Ranch has long been known
for its pure black, Russian-looking hogs, and Toth
said they recently bought and released some Pol-
ish-strain European hogs. These pigs have longer
hair and seem to grow longer teeth, with quite a
few of the boars sporting teeth up to 3 1/2-inches.

Price for a two-day guided hunt is $450 and
there is no additional trophy fee. Hunters will need
to take care of their own overnight accommoda-
tions in town about eight miles from the ranch.

For information, contact Mike Toth, White
Deer Ranch, 5902 Penfield Ave., Woodland Hills,
CA 91367. Telephone: (818) 888-5902.

MIKE HAYES’ GUIDE SERVICE

Eel River is the backdrop for
these north coast pig hunts

Mike Hayes hunts at “the last ranch at the end
of the road” in the Eel River country near his Eu-
reka base, and hunts will begin in November this
year.

Last season, Hayes said they took about 65
hogs from the ranch, well down from the peak years
when they harvested 150 to 200 pigs per year. But
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he said that numbers were climbing again and he
expected this fall to be better than last year.

Hayes has also installed a couple of feeders
on the property and doesn’t allow hunters to shoot
any of the large sows, he calls brooders, on the
ranch.

Hunters stay in a rustic two-story house fully
outfitted with beds, showers, television, and even
a microwave. Hunters should bring their own grub
and a sleeping bag for overnight stays.

Cost for a hunt is $350 per hunter, but rates
may be going up for this fall.

For information, contact Mike Hayes, Mike
Hayes’ Guide Service, 7763 Berta Road, Eureka,
CA 95503. Telephone: (707) 442-2191.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUR GUIDE

Communication is the key to
assure you have a good hunt

Most problems that develop between a hunter
and his guide are the result of a lack of communi-
cation. In discussions with dozens of guides, we
recommend that hunters ask the following ques-
tions in these subject areas.

�  Fees: Know up front what your hunt will
cost and what your fees cover. Are there additional
trophy fees, room and board fees, food fees, cost
for field care or game processing, or fees for tro-
phy care? Ask questions.

�  Number of hunters: Will you be hunting alone
with the guide or will there be other hunters? Ask
the hunter to guide ratio.

�  Type of hunt: Ask the guide how he hunts.
With dogs? Spot-and-stalk? Mostly by vehicle?
Mostly by foot? What are the odds of getting a
trophy hog? A meat pig? Let him know what you
want in these regards.

�  Accommodations: Find out what type of ac-
commodations are provided or are available in the
area and how much they cost.

�  Drinks and Meals: Make sure you know if
you are going to provide your own meals and
drinks, especially at lunch time.

�  Game Care and Processing: Most guides
provide field dressing, but find out what else is
provided or is available through the guide.

It is also essential that your guide know a little
about you and your needs: Tell him your physical
condition (can you make a long climb down into a
steep canyon?), the caliber of your weapon and
type of ammunition you’ll be using so he can make
recommendations if needed. Let him know if you
need to sight in your gun. Tell him if you smoke or
prefer not to be around smokers.

Most of all: communicate.
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THE COMPLETE LISTING

Current Guides and Outfitters
Arrow 5 Outfitters, Star Route 1, Box 64A,

Zenia, CA 95595. Contact: Jim Schaafsma. Tele-
phone: (707) 923-5504.

Eldon Bergman, P.O. Box 1175, Templeton,
CA 93465. Telephone: (805) 238-5504.

Bighorn Ranch, 38061 Kehl Canyon Road,
Cherry Valley, CA 92223. Contact: Chuck or Jim
Wagner. Telephone: (909) 845-2754.

Jack Beghl’s Guide Service, 403 N. Suey Road,
Santa Maria, CA 93454. Contact: Jack Beghl. Tele-
phone: (805) 928-5376.

Boaring Experiences Unlimited, 6050 Portola
Road, Atascadero, CA 93422. Contact: Kyler
Hamann. Telephone: (805) 461-0294.

Camp 5 Outfitters, P. O. Box 121, Lockwood,
CA 93922. Contact: Doug Roth or Craig Rossier.
Telephones: (805) 237-1201 or (408) 386-0727.

Catalina Island Hunts, 4436 Sunview Drive,
Santa Maria, CA 93455. Contact: Dave Morgan.
Telephone: (805) 937-1074.

Central Coast Outfitters, 1520 E. Donovan
Road, Santa Maria, CA 93454. Contact: Alfred
Luis. Telephone: (805) 929-5239 evenings, (805)
922-7923 days.

Circle F Ranch, 23337 Fish Rock Road,
Yorkville, CA 95494. Contact: Kevin FioRito. Tele-
phone: (707) 895-3895.

Craig’s Guide Service, P.O. Box 188,
Kelseyville, CA 95451. Contact: Craig Van
Housen. Telephone: (707) 279-0422.

Cross County Outfitters, P.O. Box 3904, Paso
Robles, CA 93447. Contact: Tom or August
Harden.Telephone: (805) 467-3947.

Easterbrook Ranch, 69621 Vineyard Canyon
Road, San Miguel, CA 93451. Contact: Sheryl
Easterbrook. Telephone is (805) 463-2476.

Gold Coast Outfitters, 28932 Silver Saddle
Circle, No. 204, Canyon Country, CA 91351. Con-
tact: Tom and Denise Curran. Telephone: (805)
252-9564.

Call Mountain Guide Service, 1600 Old Air-
line Highway, Paicines, CA 95043. Contact: Jack
Clark. Telephone: (831) 389-4535.

Mike Hayes’ Guide Service, 7763 Berta Road,
Eureka, CA 95503. Contact: Mike Hayes. Tele-
phone: (707) 442-2191.

Hog Wild, Mark Williams’ Hunting and Book-
ing Service, P.O. Box 1496, King City, CA 93930.
Contact: Mark Williams. Telephone (408) 385-
6321.

Hogs Wild, P.O. Box 355, Coalinga, CA
93210. Contact: Larry Greve. Telephone: (209)
935-5788.

Hunter Liggett Outdoor Recreation, P.O. Box

712, Jolon, CA 93928. Contact: Vic Robinson.
Telephone: (408) 386-2550.

Don Ingalls, 53100 Pine Canyon Road, King
City, CA 93930. Telephone: (408) 385-3754.

Alex Kuhnle, Star Route, Box 121, Santa
Margarita, CA 93453. Telephone: (805) 475-2341.

Lazy Arrow Outdoor Adventures, 9330
Camatta Creek Road, Santa Margarita, CA 93453.
Contact: Mark Morrison. Telephone: (805) 238-
7324.

Multiple Use Managers, P.O. Box 1210, West
Point, CA 95255. Contact: Wayne or Gordon Long.
Telephone: (209) 293-7087.

Murray Outfitters, P.O. Box 858, Pismo Beach,
CA 93448. Contact: William Murray. Telephone:
(805) 546-2801.

Mustang Guide Service, P.O. Box 2144, King
City, CA 93930. Contact: Frank Morasci. Tele-
phone: (408) 385-5628.

Redwood Empire Outdoor Adventures, P.O.
Box 757, Miranda, CA 95553. Contact: Ken Bow-
man. Telephone: (707) 943-3083.

Ed Sparling, 5420 Comstock Road, No. B,
Hollister, CA 95023. Telephone: (408) 631-7770.

Nessen Schmidt, Oasis Route, Box 105, King
City, CA 93930. Telephone: (408) 385-1335.

Solitude Guiding Service, 3557 Piner Road,
Santa Rosa, CA 95401. Contact: Scott Galloway.
Telephone: (707) 545-7049.

Stag Peak Hunts, 166 Paradise Road, Santa
Barbara, CA 93105. Contact: Jim McKibbin. Tele-
phone: (805) 967-5372.

Rock Springs Ranch, 11000 Old Hernandez
Road, Paicines, CA 95043. Contact: Ken or Nola
Range. Telephone: (800) 209-5175 or (831) 385-
5242.

Tejon Ranch Company, P.O. Box 1000, Lebec,
CA 93243. Contact: Don Geivet. Telephone: (805)
248-6774.

White Deer Ranch, 5902 Penfield Avenue,
Woodland Hills, CA 91367. Contact: Mike Toth.
Telephone: (818) 888-5902.

Wild Kingdom Ranch, 2516 Horseshoe Drive,
Santa Rosa, CA 95405. Contact: John Galeazzi.
Telephone: (707) 528-1817.

Wild Pig Hunting, Inc., P.O. Box 60, Yorkville,
CA 95494. Contact: Ken Whittaker.Telephone:
(707) 894-3280.

Williamson Brothers Wild Hog Hunts, 288
Echo Valley Road, Salinas, CA 93907. Contact:
Phillip or Dwight Williamson. Telephone: (408)
663-4980 or (408) 663-3568.

Tom Willoughby, P.O. Box 1466, King City,
CA 93930. Telephone: (408) 385-3003.

Work’s Wildlife Management, 77502 Hog Can-
yon Road, San Miguel, CA 93451. Contact: Bert
Classsen. Telephone: (805) 467-3262.
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WINCHESTER MAKING AMMO

Taurus, Thompson-Center
now offering .454 Casulls

Three major developments have taken place
with the .454 Casull in the past year that are worth
noting: First, Winchester has begun offering pre-
mium factory ammunition loaded with Nosler HG
Partitions. Second, Taurus has modified the Rag-
ing Bull from early prototypes and turned the gun
into a viable hunting firearm that is about half the

price of a Freedom Arms
revolver. Third, Thomp-
son/Center did a limited
run of the .454 in its En-
core single shot pistol and
will probably make the
cartridge a standard

chambering beginning this coming year.
We’ve had a chance to handle and shoot all

three of the new products, including being involved
in a field test of the new .454 ammo made by Win-
chester using the Taurus revolver.

Since the .454 has proven itself as an admi-
rable hog cartridge with good slugs, the first ques-
tion was how the Winchester ammunition with the
new Nosler handgun partitions would perform on
game. There were five nice boars taken on the field
test on the Tejon Ranch with this new ammunition
and only two slugs were recovered, the rest punch-
ing completely through the hogs. Both recovered
slugs exhibited the same traits: total expansion of
the forward section, the shedding of the lead tip,
and a completely intact rear portion of the slug. In
one case, one of the jacket petals had broken off,
but the wound channels were large and ragged, with
a lot of tissue damage. This particular slug broke
the near shoulder at the joint, went through the heart
lung area, broke the off shoulder blade and then
stuck in the gristle plate. The other recovered slug
penetrated the whole length of a boar from hip to
shoulder and was found just inside the skin in the
flesh. Impressive.

The Winchester load shoots the 260-grain
Nosler slug at 1,800 fps from a 7 1/2-inch barrel,

and generates 1,871 foot pounds of muzzle energy
— more than double a .44 magnum.

The several Taurus guns used on this trip were
shot extensively for sighting in and plinking before
being hunted, and they performed without a hitch.
A lot of handgunners heard horror stories of this
gun when it was first introduced, but this produc-
tion model is far different than the prototypes seen
early in the process. It has a unique double-release,
double-locking mechanism for the cylinder, and tol-
erances are very tight. The test guns all shot very
well with the Winchester factory ammunition. The
ported barrel mandates the use of hearing protec-
tion, but it makes recoil far more tolerable. If there
is a problem with this gun it is simply that no one,
at press time, was making a holster for the gun.

The Encore from Thompson/Center is a proven
hunting handgun. The hulking frame of this single
shot dwarfs its Contender predecessors, but it
handles very nicely.

Both the Encore and the Taurus shot 50-yard
groups under three inches in the guns we tested,
often well under that. My testing with the Encore
was with open sights, and I’m sure it is capable of
better accuracy than I squeezed from it in a quick
test recently.

AVAILABLE THROUGH HOG HUNTER

Robb’s Hunting Wild Boar
in California in 6th edition

A must-have book for California hunters in-
terested in wild hogs is Bob Robb’s Hunting Wild
Boar in California. The sixth edition of the book

was published earlier
this year and has up-
dated information from
earlier volumes, includ-
ing a new chapter on
calling hogs.

Robb is in the
process of researching
and writing another
book on wild boar, but
this book has become
the bible for an entire
generation of California
hunters — and with
good reason. It is

packed with solid information about where and how
to hunt in the state.

Copies of the book are available to subscrib-
ers of California Hog Hunter at a reduced rate of
$13, which includes a $3 shipping and handling
fee. Contact the Hog Hunter office at (909) 887-
3444 to order.



P.O. Box 9007, San Bernardino, CA 92427

An honest-to-gosh 500-pounder
We hear stories of pigs topping 500 pounds

almost daily, but to actually see a 500-pound pig
that wasn’t recently released from a pen....Well,
that is another story en-
tirely.

Matt Tupen, who
lives in Newberry Park,
hunts hogs on an 1,100-
acre ranch near Paso Rob-
les.

He had seen a huge
boar on a couple of differ-
ent occasions at this prop-
erty, but the big boar only
came out into the barley
and safflower fields after shooting time. That is
until one evening this spring. The huge boar made
a fatal mistake by showing up when there was still
shooting light, and Tupen popped the boar in the
photo with his .300 Winchester magnum. It weighed
in at 507 pounds on a cattle scale and had four-
inch teeth from the gum line to the tip on the bot-
tom and 2 3/4-inch upper teeth.

“The thing that was amazing to me is that he
had fresh scars on his side. I thought ‘who’s tan-
gling with him?’ That’s the boar I really want to
see,” said Tupen. ~Subscriber John Feyk of Rancho Palos
Verdes sent in the following letter:

“I certainly agree that pigs can be hard to kill
if shot from the rear. In the mid-60s, I was tiger
hunting in Sumatra. Pigs were plentiful because
the inhabitants, mostly Moslem, wanted nothing to
do  with them. Pigs made great bait, but it was
essential for the pig to drop on the spot. The jungle

is very thick, so it is easy to lose a wounded pig
under those circumstances..

“One afternoon I needed a pig. Mega (my guide
and gunbearer) and I went
to a corn patch at the top
of an open glade. Soon we
had a nice boar something
over a hundred yards away.
Mega suggested that I wait
until the feeding pig turned
broadside, and this I of
course intended to do. I had
pressure on the trigger,
since the broadside oppor-
tunity might only be mo-

mentary. While the pig was facing exactly away, I
shot!

“Mega was stunned, but I explained that it was
an accident. I just applied too much pressure. Mega
asked were I was aiming. I was not completely cer-
tain because I had not intended to shoot. However,
I thought that it was the root of the pig’s tail.

“We went to look for blood. None. The jungle
was within 20 yards of where the pig was standing
when I shot. Even this open area was interspersed
by clumps of grass over the head in height. Fortu-
nately, Mega found the pig lying dead just short of
the jungle. It was a mature male and had been hit
within an inch or so of the root of the tail with my
handloaded .375 Nosler. There was no exit. There
was enough fat to extrude into the entrance wound,
preventing the loss of even a drop of blood. Had I
been using anything less than a .375 H&H plus
that Nosler, I would not have gotten that pig.”

(Editor’s Note: Readers are encouraged to
submit stories and photographs for this column.)

P
IG

 T
A

L
E

S


